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Ken Anderson of Anderson & Associates, a Blacksburg-based engineering firm, is helping 1o lead the effort statewide 1o build local govem:-
ment web sites combining two technologies — the Intermet and Geographic Information System software, known as GIS.

Project weds Initernet
and new mapping technology

By STEPHEN GRIECO / SPECIAL TO THE THE ROANOKE TIMES

LACKSBURG — A new Internet project Want to find out the value of your neighbor’s house?

Check on the tax value of the office building around the
could help New River Valley governments cotnes? Tha Kies 3 o et Tnbanst S Relicohi

work more efficiently, save money and technology to make real estate records and zoning maps

possibly save lives. Hﬂﬁ;mmﬁgﬂmmwmﬂ
There is opposition, however, coming from two  Associates, an engineering firm based in Blacksburg, is

directions — from some local gﬂvenunenta being m:; E‘“ ] | ﬂ:}'ﬂ* to build local govern-
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I:mn that can seem very personal on the Int.EmeL



“Eighty percent of all local
government decisions have a
location component,” Ander-
son said. “GIS is the best tool”
to make that information eas-
ily accessihle.

Anderson & Associates
has helped set up an Internet
site for Ashe County, N.C.,
and expects to sigh a contract
goon to do the same for Mont-
gomery County. |

The site would inclade
public records, such as tax
assessments on local howses
and commercial property,
now filed ot the courthouse.

"You have to balance the
advantages and disadvantag.
ez,” Anderson sadd. "We are
only divalging public informa-
tion. We're simply making it
wvailable more broadly — like
the phone boolk.™

Some government agen-
cles are concerned about gen-
erating revenue to pay for
maintaining the site, Anderson
said.

Putting information about
New River Valley localities on
the World Wide Web is being
discussed by an informal New
River Valley GIS Users Groap,
composed of several local
governments, according to
Katherine Smith, GIS coondi-
nator for the town of

Blacksburg.
"It's a decision that needs

to be made by each jurisdic-

tion,” she sadd.
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tially would be faidly simple. It
could let & resident or & busi-
ness hundreds of miles away

property, such as tax value

and zoning,

In the fisture, though, addi-
tional layers of information
could be added to the site,
guch a% water and sewer line
locations, Government or busi-
ness users then could ask the

benefits of such an Internet -
site in Qakland, Calif. {(Check

www.oaklandnet.com.)

“With this system, a real
estate developer in Chieago,
say, can search for 1-acre
commercial sites near transit
lines, zoom down to photo lev-
el, and find out the property’s
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hydrant locations, messure-
and fires, and calculate how
much hose is needed — all
before arriving at the scene.”
Most local property own-
ers understand that their tax
information is available to the
general public, but also know

« it is rarely scrutinized in the

courthouse vaults.
“I don't like all of this

" information being svailable

through the Internet, but I
dun'tae-euwmtuﬂnph,'

. said Joy Tucker, a resident of

Radford who works with New
vices, “It feels ke an invasion
of privacy.

“1 don't think the majority
of people have a legitimate
need to know this informa-
tion,” she added. ,

Tucker, who once worked
for a newspaper, companed the
Internet GIS system to publish-
ing information about divorces
in the newspaper. Divorces,
ton, are public information,
cation inappropriate, she said.

“Still, if it increases effi-

clency and cuts costs for gov-

mnmﬂm‘llphu, she
said.

son, who was appointed by
former Gov. George Allen to
head the Policy and Standards
Committee for the Virginia
Geographic Information
Network’s advisory board. He
is convinced of the benelits to
CYVETFOnL.

“Used properly, ﬂmm
technologies [Internet and
Geographic Information Sys-
tem software] have the paten-
tial to drive down the cost of
government through the elim-
nation of duplicate informa-
tion developed and main-
tained in different depart-
ments of local government,”
he wrote. "Not only will costs
come down, if all departments
cooperate, but the quality of
service to citizens will go up.”

For Anderson & :
Associates” engineering busi-
ness, work with Geographie
Information Systems is one of
the fastest growing parts of its
business. Some local projects,
not related to the Internet,
inclade enhancing 911 sys-
tems in Giles, Floyd'and
Montgomery counties.

It is also conducting a
study for Montgomery County
on possible sites for industrial
parks using GIS data to pin-
point land with the best slope,
proximity to water and sewer
lines, access to Interstate 81,



