A Heavy Hokie Hirer





Anderson and Associates consulting engineers in Blacksburg gives many Hokies their first taste of the real working world.  Of the firm’s 120 employees, more than half are Virginia Tech students or graduates.  The company provides civil engineering, environmental engineering, surveying, planning, and landscape architecture for clients in Virginia and North Carolina.





Ken Anderson (CE ‘62, M.S. ‘70) president of Anderson and Associates, founded the company from his Blacksburg home In 1968.  He and a small group of Virginia Tech alumni associates expanded into one of the region’s leading engineering companies. 





Anderson continues to employ Virginia Tech students.  Of the company’s 82 full-time employees, almost half are Virginia Tech graduates-including four of the eight executive officers, eight of the 12 project managers, and eight of the 13 project engineers.  Almost three-fourths of the 40 part-time employees are Virginia Tech students.





“Having Tech nearby is very beneficial,” Anderson says.  “The student employees give us new ideas and get job experience at the same time.  We use state-of-the-art techniques and equipment so students get good exposure to future working conditions.  Many of our part-time employees wind up working full time with us after they graduate.”





In addition to doing much of the site planning and engineering for new facilities at Virginia Tech, employees also participate as adjunct faculty and as department and student organization advisers.  The company is currently working on several new Virginia Tech projects, including a fiber optics building, a National Weather Station building and launching facility, planning for the new Student Health and Fitness Center, and a master plan update for the university.


